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2026 National Small Business Week in Turlock 

Behind every small business in our community is a story, a family, a dream, and a commitment to

serving others. From Main Street to neighborhoods across the city, these businesses create jobs,

support local events and schools, and bring an amazing local feel to our city.

Celebrates 
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Key Highlights
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Completed 16 Business Retention & Expansion meetings and 20 Business Attraction meetings

during May, bringing the fiscal year total to 260 business engagement meetings.

Celebrated National Small Business Week by conducting local business outreach and promoting

the importance of shopping local to support jobs, families, and essential City services.

Continued supporting business growth and investment with multiple businesses preparing to

open in Turlock, including Barnes & Noble, Cla-Val Company, Wicked UTV, Tequileros Taqueria,

Espressito Café & Bakery, Chick-fil-A, and others.

Represented the City of Turlock at Beam Circular’s BioCatalyst: Industry & Innovation Exchange,

promoting Turlock's competitive advantages while building relationships with emerging

companies, entrepreneurs, investors, and industry leaders in the growing bioeconomy sector.

Summary:

Turlock continued to experience strong economic activity during May 2026, with 36 business

engagement meetings completed, multiple new businesses preparing to open, continued investment

in infrastructure and workforce development initiatives, and active participation in regional business

attraction efforts. Staff focused on supporting existing businesses, promoting entrepreneurship,

advancing business recruitment opportunities, and positioning Turlock for long-term economic

growth through strategic partnerships and community investment.
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Data Sources: 
ESRI, Placer.AI, CSU Stanislaus

WORKER INFLOW / OUTFLOW - CITY OF TURLOCK:
*For more information on Turlock’s economic profile visit: 
https://www.cityofturlock.org/doingbusinessinturlock/turlockeconomicprofile/
and
https://www.cityofturlock.org/doingbusinessinturlock/



https://www.cityofturlock.org/doin
gbusinessinturlock/businessresour
ces/supportservices.asp

Business Retention and Expansion (BRE) plays a vital role in
economic development by prioritizing the needs of existing
businesses within the City. These businesses serve as the
backbone of the local economy, driving job creation and
economic resilience.

Through proactive engagement and support, BRE initiatives help
businesses address challenges, capitalize on growth
opportunities, and remain competitive, ultimately reinforcing the
City’s economic stability and reducing the likelihood of business
closures.

During the month of May 2026, City of Turlock Economic
Development staff completed 16 Business Retention and
Expansion meetings, as well as completed 20 Business Attraction
meetings.

*2025-2026 Annual Business Retention and Expansion (BRE) &
Business Attraction Meetings total: 260 meetings
(reporting period : 7/1/2025 - June 30/2026)

Business Retention and Expansion (BRE)
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Pictured above and to the right: 
Opening soon: Cla Val Company - 3731 Mountain View Road, Turlock, CA
Opening on June 10, 2026: Barnes & Noble - 2693 Countryside Drive, Turlock, CA
Opening soon: Wicked UTV  - 966 W. Glenwood Avenue, Turlock, CA
Opening soon:  Tequileros Taqueria  - 3216 Monte Vista Avenue, Turlock, CA
Congrats to Zalata Kitchen  on their grand opening  (2485 Geer Road, Turlock, CA)
Congrats to Pupusas Francis for opening their  first location in Turlock, and receiving
the $3,500 Turlock Partnership Incentive Program grant! Visit them at 507 N. Golden
State Blvd. Turlock, CA.
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 Business Resources
To request a meeting with our economic
development team visit:

Nick the Greek
Grace & Ember Collective
SPA REM
Back Nine Golf Simulators
Espressito Cafe & Bakery
Evolve Studio
Alabaster Coffee
Gorilla Coatings, Inc.
Chick-fil-A
and more!

https://www.cityofturlock.org/doingbusinessinturlock/businessresources/supportservices.asp
https://www.cityofturlock.org/doingbusinessinturlock/businessresources/supportservices.asp
https://www.cityofturlock.org/doingbusinessinturlock/businessresources/supportservices.asp


National Small Business Week – May 2026

In recognition of National Small Business Week (May 3–9, 2026), Economic Development staff conducted
outreach by visiting local businesses and promoting the importance of shopping local throughout the
community. Small businesses represent over 90% of all businesses in the United States and serve as a
critical foundation of Turlock’s local economy.

Economic Development staff regularly meet with local businesses throughout the year and understand the
critical importance of supporting and shopping local. In advance of and during National Small Business
Week, staff increased engagement with local businesses to collaborate on messaging and raise awareness
of the importance of shopping local and supporting local families.

Supporting local businesses not only strengthens small business owners and their families, but also
generates sales tax revenue that helps fund essential City services, including public safety, infrastructure
improvements, and roadway projects. Local businesses play a vital role in job creation, community identity,
and overall quality of life in Turlock.

Overall, National Small Business Week served as an opportunity to reinforce the importance of small
businesses and the City’s ongoing commitment to supporting their success.

Business Retention and Expansion (BRE)
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Attraction strategies within economic development
are designed to draw new businesses, industries,
and investments to a region. These strategies
typically involve a combination of marketing,
incentives, infrastructure development, and
partnership-building to create a compelling case for
businesses to relocate or expand.  

Turlock offers a strategic location along the Highway
99 corridor with high visibility and access to over
640,000 people within a 20-mile radius, making it an
ideal place for business growth. The City supports
new investment through its Development Incentive
Program, including a 25% reduction in Capital
Facilities Fees, along with streamlined processes like
no-cost pre-development meetings. 

Businesses benefit from a strong regional workforce,
competitive utility rates through Turlock Irrigation
District, and a diverse economy that includes retail,
manufacturing, logistics, and agriculture.

Turlock is also home to major employers and a
thriving retail environment, including the Monte
Vista Crossings Power Center and CSU Stanislaus.
With available development sites and a business-
friendly approach, Turlock provides the resources
and opportunities needed for businesses to start,
expand, and succeed.

6Other:                   
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Tell us what businesses 
you would like to have in 
Turlock!
email: 
asims@turlock.ca.us



 Infrastructure Drives Economic Development

When businesses evaluate communities for expansion and investment,
they look beyond available land and buildings. They look for reliable water
supplies, competitive energy costs, quality roads, recreational amenities,
and long-term planning that supports sustainable growth.

That's why the City of Turlock continues investing in infrastructure that
benefits both residents and businesses while positioning our community
for future success.

Water Reliability
The Stanislaus Regional Water Authority (SRWA) project helps diversify
Turlock's water portfolio and strengthen long-term water reliability for
residential, commercial, and industrial growth. Reliable water infrastructure
is often a key consideration for manufacturers, technology companies,
healthcare providers, and other major employers evaluating expansion
opportunities.

Competitive Utility Rates
Through Turlock Irrigation District (TID), businesses and residents benefit
from some of the most competitive electricity rates in California, helping
reduce operating costs and supporting long-term economic
competitiveness.

Roads & Transportation
Ongoing roadway improvements throughout the city help improve safety,
mobility, connectivity, and access for residents, visitors, and businesses
while supporting future development opportunities.

Parks & Quality of Life
Investments in parks, recreation facilities, community amenities, and public
spaces help attract workforce talent, support families, and create the quality
of life employers increasingly seek when choosing where to invest.

Strong infrastructure is more than concrete, pipes, and power lines, it's the
foundation that supports economic growth, job creation, housing,
recreation, and a high quality of life for generations to come.

Why Turlock?
 Reliable water infrastructure
 Competitive energy costs
 Strategic Highway 99 location
 Strong workforce pipeline
 Continued investment in roads, parks, and community amenities 7
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Housing growth and economic development go hand in hand. 

A current residential project in Turlock will bring approximately 114 new housing units to our
community, and those rooftops matter. The video showcases residential projects located at
1601 W. Monte Vista Avenue and 3201 Four Seasons Drive in Turlock, CA.

In economic development, housing unit counts are one of the key metrics companies evaluate
when deciding where to invest, expand, and create jobs. Retailers and entertainment concepts
like Trader Joe’s and Topgolf often analyze household density, population growth, and
consumer spending patterns within specific trade areas before selecting locations.

It’s not just retail, advanced manufacturers, technology companies, medical offices, and other
employers also look closely at housing availability and community growth when determining
where to locate and recruit talent.
More housing means more families living, shopping, dining, and investing in our local
economy. Increased consumer activity helps generate sales tax revenue that can support
future investments in roads, infrastructure, parks, public safety, and other quality-of-life
improvements throughout our community.

Strategic growth helps position Turlock for long-term economic success, future amenities,
expanded job opportunities, and continued private investment. Projects like this help lay the
foundation for future economic growth and a stronger community for generations to come.
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Turlock Partnership Incentive Program

This program is designed to: 
- Support small businesses opening in Turlock
- Help revitalize vacant storefronts
- Create new jobs in our community 

To qualify, businesses must:
• Open in an existing vacant building within city limits
• Provide a business plan (with no-cost support available
through the Valley Sierra SBDC)
• Attend a no-cost pre-development meeting
• Agree to simple record-keeping for one year
• Not be part of a franchise, nonprofit, or corporate chain
*Grant application must be submitted prior to starting
the licensing and permitting process.

If you have been considering starting your own business
in Turlock and meet the qualifications listed above, give
us a call, stop by, or visit us online to learn more!

📞 Contact: Anthony Sims, 
Economic Development Director
Email: asims@turlock.ca.us
Phone: 209-668-5540 Ext. 1122 or 209-668-6031

Monthly Report - May 2026

Interested in opening a business in Turlock?
Visit the link below to obtain information on available
commercial properties in Turlock.

Turlock commercial properties for sale:
https://www.loopnet.com/search/commercial-real-
estate/turlock-ca/for-sale/?
sk=618d1bb399e6dbce0b6dc8c47f5fed0e&e=u

Turlock properties for lease:
https://www.loopnet.com/search/commercial-real-
estate/turlock-ca/for-lease/?view=map

Recent Check Presentations:
1.Javier Padilla, CPA 
2.Turlock Music Academy
3.Kabob Place & Grill
4.AFS Financial Services
5.Pupusas Francis

Upcoming Check Presentations:
Grace & Ember Collective
Wicked UTV
Spa REM
Gorilla Coatings, Inc.

Business Attraction

mailto:asims@turlock.ca.us


BioCatalyst: Industry & Innovation Exchange

The City of Turlock attended the BioCatalyst: Industry & Innovation Exchange
hosted by BEAM Circular to engage with entrepreneurs, startup companies,
investors, researchers, and industry leaders working within the circular
bioeconomy, advanced manufacturing, sustainable materials, and
biomanufacturing sectors.

Participation in events such as this provides valuable opportunities to build
relationships, stay informed on emerging industry trends, and identify potential
business attraction, workforce development, and investment opportunities that
may benefit Turlock in the future. The event also served as a platform to promote
Turlock's competitive advantages, including its strategic Central Valley location,
skilled workforce, California State University, Stanislaus, available industrial
development opportunities, and business-friendly environment.

As California's bioeconomy sector continues to grow, maintaining visibility within
these networks helps position Turlock as a community that is engaged, innovative,
and prepared to support future business investment, job creation, and economic
development opportunities.

About BEAM Circular: 
BEAM Circular is a nonprofit organization that brings together industry, education,
government, and community partners to advance the circular bioeconomy through
innovation, workforce development, entrepreneurship, and sustainable economic
growth throughout California's Central Valley.

Website: https://www.beamcircular.org/
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Why Turlock?

Strategic Location. Skilled Workforce. Growing Economy.
Located along Highway 99 in the heart of California's Central Valley, Turlock offers businesses access
to a growing consumer market, a skilled workforce, strong infrastructure, and an exceptional quality of
life.

By the Numbers
• Population: 73,000+
• Regional Population: 640,000+ within 20 miles
• Workforce: 30,000+
• Stanislaus State: 10,000+ students annually
• Positive sales tax growth in 15 of the last 18 quarters

Retail & Business Environment
• Monte Vista Crossings ranked #3 Power Retail Center in California and #8 in the United States
• Home to Costco, Target, Walmart, HomeGoods, Kohl's, Dick's Sporting Goods, In-N-Out, and more
• Turlock Marketplace currently under construction with Chick-fil-A as the first announced tenant
• Turlock Partnership Incentive Program offers up to $3,500 for qualifying businesses

Quality of Life & Tourism
• Historic Downtown Turlock featuring diverse shopping, dining, and entertainment
• 29 parks throughout the community
• Pedretti Sports Park hosts 35+ tournaments annually
•Annual Downtown Christmas Parade
•Annual Downtown Independence Day Parade
• Home to annual Stanislaus County Fair (attracts approximately 220,000 visitors each year)
• Weekly Farmers Market and Makers Market

Infrastructure & Competitive Advantages
• Some of California's lowest energy rates through Turlock Irrigation District (TID)
• Expanded water reliability through the Stanislaus Regional Water Authority (SRWA)
• Ongoing roadway and infrastructure improvement programs
• Strategic access to Highway 99 and major California markets

Major Employers
• Amazon Fulfillment Center
• California State University, Stanislaus
• Emanuel Medical Center
• Blue Diamond Growers
• Mid Valley Family Foods
• Divert, Inc.
• U.S. Cold Storage

Open for Business
Whether you are a retailer, manufacturer, distributor, entrepreneur, startup, or expanding company,
Turlock offers the workforce, infrastructure, market access, and business-friendly environment needed
for long-term success.

Monthly Report - May 2026Business Attraction



Reach out to learn about additional sites

📞 Contact: Anthony Sims 
Economic Development
Director
Email: ASims@turlock.ca.us
Phone: 209-668-6031

*We will share
more sites
each month

Ask about our
drone images!

mailto:asims@turlock.ca.us


Workforce development within economic development refers
to a set of strategies and activities designed to enhance the
skills, knowledge, and capabilities of the local labor force to
meet current and future economic and industry needs.  

It is an important element of economic development because a
well-trained and adaptable workforce is vital for attracting and
retaining businesses, fostering innovation, and driving
economic growth. 

Other regional workforce development - talent development partners
 that provide educational programs and trade skill vocational training  
include:

California State University Stanislaus - https://www.csustan.edu/

California State University Stanislaus - Career Ready U -

https://www.csustan.edu/career/careerreadyu

California State University Stanislaus - STEM CRU -

https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/stem-cru

Modesto Junior College - https://www.mjc.edu/index.html

The Volt Institute - https://www.voltinstitute.com/

Bay Valley Tech - https://www.bayvalleytech.com/

Turlock Irrigation District (TID) Internships - www.TID.org/Careers

Beam Circular Youth Amabassador Program -

https://tinyurl.com/BEAM -Youth-Ambassador

Workforce Development -
Talent Development
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Fresno State - Parent University  -Virtual Courses -(no cost for
Turlock residents)

The City has a partnership with Fresno State - Parent University to
offer no-cost virtual courses to all Turlock residents (of all ages).
Upon completion of each 4 week course, participants will receive a
certificate from Fresno State University.  

To register for future courses visit:
https://cge.fresnostate.edu/oced/parent-university.html

http://www.tid.org/Careers?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNTdzVkk1MUFEME50V3BWQ3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6AY5wvxVnrAqNmbaR4TVK7btdo_vPwEOwHrSZW9W6ICr4Nev7Dfik14UrcQg_aem_tZ24kyBzSLrP4DaxTTtoqQ


Upcoming Business Workshops:

How to Export Internationally
July date to be determined.

Workforce Development Trade Skills Seminar
Learn about the trade skill resources we have in our region. July/August date to be determined.

Benefits Seminar for Small Businesses
July/August date to be determined.

Supporting startups and entrepreneurs is a strategic investment in economic development. Innovation
drives entrepreneurship, attracts investment, creates jobs, and strengthens the long-term economic
vitality of the community.

The City of Turlock supports startups, entrepreneurs, and the broader business community by offering
no-cost business workshops and implementing targeted business development programs. These
workshops are held throughout the year and feature a wide range of topics presented by guest
speakers with expertise in areas such as marketing, financing, artificial intelligence, e-commerce,
accounting, business planning, and small business development.

Beyond supporting existing Turlock businesses, these workshops also serve as a business attraction
tool by introducing entrepreneurs and business owners from throughout the Central Valley and beyond
to Turlock's business-friendly environment, available resources, and supportive business ecosystem.
These events provide an opportunity to showcase the City as a community that values
entrepreneurship, innovation, and business success.

As entrepreneurs and small businesses grow and begin searching for physical locations, Turlock
remains well-positioned as a destination for future investment and expansion. In fact, several attendees
of past City-sponsored business workshops ultimately chose to open businesses in Turlock,
demonstrating how business assistance programs can support both business retention and business
attraction efforts.
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Community News and Events

Honoring Public Works Week

National Public Works Week recognizes the dedicated employees who help maintain the infrastructure,
facilities, equipment, public spaces, and essential services that keep our community running every day.
Whether working behind the scenes or out in the field, City employees play an important role in
supporting public safety, quality of life, economic development, and the daily services residents and
businesses rely upon.

Thank you to all City of Turlock employees for their hard work, professionalism, and commitment to
serving our community. Your efforts help make Turlock a great place to live, work, shop, and do business.
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